
E:\HTML BLM\newweb\azso\LUP\ironwood\work\6Oct04_Mtg_Sum.doc 1

IRONWOOD FOREST NATIONAL MONUMENT (IFNM) 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN (RMP) AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 
PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

 

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

MEETING LOCATION: Parks and Recreation Building 
  Tucson, Arizona 

PURPOSE: Public Informational Meeting 
 Socioeconomic Impacts  
 Army National Guard Presentation 

 
Introduction 
Larry Shults, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Planning Team Leader, opened the meeting 
with a welcome. Approximately 15 people attended the meeting, including several BLM 
representatives, special interest groups, and private citizens.  
 
Socioeconomics Presentation (Carol Wirth, Planner, URS) 
Carol Wirth spoke about the social and economic aspects of planning, specifically in regard to 
the IFNM and the surrounding community.  This area of study concentrates on the current 
economic situation and what the resource management plan may cause to occur in the future. 
 
Carol began by giving a brief overview of the basic laws and regulations governing planning 
efforts, including: 
 

• Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), an act which considers the relative 
value of resources; 

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), an act which considers the effects on the 
human environment; and  

• Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice, an executive order that identifies and 
addresses disproportionately high and adverse impacts on minority and low-income 
populations.  

 
Carol explained that BLM’s role is to manage resources, not to control economic development or 
community infrastructure. However, resource management decisions are interrelated with social 
and economic conditions, resulting in the public placing a greater emphasis on social and 
economic analysis. 
 
Socioeconomic trends are examined by looking at County and community profiles, and are 
compared to state and national trends. In Pima and Pinal counties over the past 30 years, trends 
include increases in jobs and income in the services and professional sectors and increases in 
nonlabor income (retirement, past investments). Population is increasing and rural lands are 
increasingly being converted to urban development. Industries that are resource-dependent tend 
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to be more important in the social context than they are for economic value and jobs, and quality 
of life and amenities influence where people decide to live and do business. There is an increase 
in what is called “footloose” entrepreneurs, typically telecommunications and technology users, 
who are not dependent upon place to do business. Finally, there is a correlation between tourism 
and relocation.  
 
The state of Arizona has the second highest domestic migration in the nation, and there is a 
significant increase in unauthorized immigrants in the state. Energy and minerals and livestock 
are important industries in Arizona, and recreation is rapidly becoming a key industry. Tourism 
contributes significantly to Arizona’s financial base, with both direct and indirect impacts.  
 
A number of lands and realty actions profoundly affect the socioeconomic landscape, including 
an understanding of the value of open space and preserved lands. This value can be expressed in 
direct dollar context, specifically by market value of property adjacent to preserved lands. The 
link between social experiences and geographic areas is defined as a “sense of place,” and relates 
to subjective social values about the area.  
 
Environmental justice issues occur in several communities near the IFNM. Low-income 
populations include the City of Eloy, unincorporated Avra Valley area, and Tohono O’odham 
Nation. The City of Eloy and the Tohono O’odham Nation also are considered minority 
populations. 
 
Question: How long is the process of developing alternatives for the RMP? 
Answer: BLM hopes to have alternatives to the public around the beginning of December. 
Meetings will be held to explain the alternatives and the public will be given an opportunity to 
comment. From there, the impact assessment will be conducted, BLM will review, and the Draft 
RMP/EIS will be presented to the public some time in May 2005. A 90-day public review period 
will ensue and, after incorporation of the comments into the document, the Proposed RMP/Final 
EIS will be provided to the public some time in 2006. Following the publication of this 
document, there is a 30-day protest period. 
 
Question: What happens to comments that come in during a “non-comment” period? 
Answer: All comments are considered, regardless of when they come in, by email, telephone, or 
letter. 
 
Question: What are examples of resource-dependent industries? 
Answer: Mining, timber, agriculture.  
 
Army National Guard Presentation - Lt. Col. Louis Jordan, Western Army Aviation Training Site 
and Silver Bell Army Heliport 
 
The Western Army National Guard Aviation Training Site (WAATS) is located at the Silver Bell 
Army Heliport (AHP) in Marana, Arizona on the northwest side of Pinal Airpark. The heliport is 
about 30 miles northwest of Tucson and about 86 miles south of Phoenix. Lt. Col. Jordan 
provided a short history of Pinal Airpark and its military association. Pinal Airpark began its 
military history in the 1940s by training on the P40 Warhawk. In the 1970s, it became a special 
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operations school, specializing in parachute and helicopter training. In 1986 the Silver Bell AHP 
(call sign “Gunfighter University”) was established to support the Western ARNG Aviation 
Training Site (WAATS) and 1-285th Attack Helicopter Battalion (AHB) Training.The WAATS 
mission is US Army Directed Aviation Training. Training is conducted on the AH64A Apache 
helicopter, and the WAATS program is the only Army flight school that trains on this aircraft. 
The Peace Vanguard Program, a cooperative agreement between Singapore and the United 
States, is administered under this program. In addition, counter-drug missions have been 
conducted at Pinal Airpark under the direction of WAATS and the mission also assists with local 
law enforcement when requested. 
 
While most training is conducted near the Pinal Airpark and surrounding areas, gunnery training 
also is conducted at the Barry M. Goldwater Range on East TAC, North TAC, and the at the 
Yuma Proving Ground Range. Training is not conducted in or near wilderness areas or wildlife 
refuges. Due to encroachment, particularly between the Silver Bell AHP and the Picacho Peak 
area on the helicopter transition routing area and beyond, training has become more restricted. 
Most missions near the Silver Bell AHP are conducted 1,000 feet above and 2,000 feet lateral of 
neighboring communities. The Army tries to fly in a “neighborly fashion” at all times. “Dusty 
landings,” conducted to train in landing in dusty environments, are conducted in the Waterman 
Mountains, Sawtooth Mountains, and near Silver Bell mine.  
 
There are currently about 500 employees at the WAATS training center. Since 1986, more than 
9,000 students have graduated from the program and 918 students graduated in fiscal year 2004. 
Students come from every state and territory in the United States except Guam. It is expected 
that the student load will double over the next five years.  
 
Lt. Col. Jordan identified several issues facing the WAATS training mission, including:  
 

• The necessity for full-time manning of the program  
• Unfinanced requirements 
• Encroachment 
• Training aids 
• Lack of understanding of WAATS 

 
 


